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It's the scale that first amazes the visiting Easterner about the coast of
northeast Oregon. What seems close is actually far away. 'The beach is so
wide and flat that even large groups of people look insignificant on it. Words
like "dramatic” and “striking” don’t seem powerful enough to describe the
impression created by this unexpected landscape.

This is a place of striking contrasts. On this summer morning it's calm. In the
winter, though, the Pacific Ocean rages so violently and advances so far that
it casts rocks as big as automobiles up onto the land.

The immense sea stacks, some as tall as skyscrapers and with names like
Haystack and Needles, were once headlands. They appear solid and
substantial. But they're also the fragile outer expressions of deep and
powerful tectonic pressures that are just waiting for the right trigger to set in
motion a great geological reset.
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